
Ten Arts Education Fast Facts  

  

 

1) A student involved in the arts is four times more 

likely  to be recognized for academic 

achievement. 

 

2) Students with high arts participation and low 

socioeconomic status have a 4 percent dropout 

rate—five times lower than their low 

socioeconomic status peers. 

 

3) Students who take four years of arts and music classes average almost 100 

points higher on their SAT scores than students who take only one-half year 

or less. 

 

4) Low-income students who are highly engaged in the arts are twice as likely 

to graduate college as their peers with no arts education. 

 

5) 72 percent of business leaders say that creativity is the number one skill they 

are seeking when hiring. 

 

6) 93 percent of Americans believe that the arts are vital to providing a well-

rounded education. 

 

7) The arts are recognized as a core academic subject under the federal 

Elementary and Secondary Education Act, and 48 states have adopted 

standards for learning in the arts. 

 

8) Two-thirds of public school teachers believe that the arts are getting crowded 

out of the school day. 

 

9) 97 percent of elementary schools nationwide don’t offer dance and 96 

percent don’t offer theater. 

 

10) In 2008, African-American and Hispanic students had less than half of the 

access to arts education than their White peers. 
 

 

 

Source: Americans for the Arts   http://www.americansforthearts.org  
  

http://www.americansforthearts.org/
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to bring more art into kids’ lives
Simple Ways

Did You Know? Young people who participate in the arts are:

4 times more likely 
to be recognized for  
academic achievement

4 times more likely  
to participate in a  
math and science fair

3 times more likely  
to win an award for  
school attendance
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6Participate 
Sing, play music, read a book, dance,  
or draw with your child at home.

Support 
Encourage your child to participate in creative 
outlets and celebrate their participation in arts  
activities both in their school and the community. 

Go read 
Visit your local library and read “the classics”  
together—from Mother Goose to Walt Whitman. 

Speak up 
Attend a school board or PTA meeting and  
voice your support for funding arts education  
programs as part of the school’s budget.  
Check out our free tool kits at:  
www.AmericansForTheArts.org/ArtsEducation

Take the lead 
Tell your child’s teacher or principal about how 
vital the arts are to quality education. Ask them 
what they need and how you can help!

Think local 
Read your local newspaper or community 
website to find out about local cultural events  
for you and your child to enjoy. 

Volunteer 
Donate time, supplies, or other resources  
to your child’s school or a local arts  
organization’s education programs.

Join the cause 
Join our online campaign on Causes.com:  
Keep the  Arts in Public Schools. It’s free!  
www.causes.com/KeepTheArts 

Be an advocate 
Show your support for arts education by speaking 
with education leaders and decision-makers. 
For ways to take action, visit Americans for the 
Arts’ website: www.AmericansForTheArts.org/
artseducation/advocacy

Stay informed 
Keep up to date on the latest arts education 
topics by subscribing to the RSS Feed for 
ARTSblog: http://blog.artsusa.org

For more Facts & Figures about arts education, check out our e-book: http://bit.ly/1mSrJhN

http://www.americansforthearts.org/ArtsEducation
www.causes.com/KeepTheArts
www.AmericansForTheArts.org/artseducation/advocacy
www.AmericansForTheArts.org/artseducation/advocacy
http://blog.artsusa.org/
http://bit.ly/1mSrJhN


Does your district implement either your 
state’s instructional standards or the 
national standards for arts education? 

Does your school or district have  
a designated minimum amount of  
time for instruction in the arts? 

Is there a high school arts  
requirement for graduation? 

Does your school district have  
an instructional leader in the arts,  
such as an arts coordinator? 

Does your school district have a  
written arts education policy  
approved by the school board?

Does your school or district have a written 
plan for the arts program?

Does your district pay for arts teachers’ 
salaries and instructional supplies, 
materials, and equipment?

Are school district administrators 
supportive of the arts program? 

Determine where your school and district currently stand with  
arts education. Use this list of questions to start a conversation  
with education leaders. 
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Does your school or district have a 
sufficient number of arts teachers? 

Are certified arts teachers the ones 
delivering the arts instruction? 

Are professional artists involved? 

Does the arts instruction focus  
on more than just performing? 

Are there separate arts facilities? 

Does your school or district  
have the appropriate resources  
for arts education? 

Is your community involved  
in arts education?

If you find yourself answering NO to  
several of these questions, work with 
your principal, teachers, other parents, 
community members, and the school 
board to plan for improvement. 

For detailed indicators of success for each question, visit www.AmericansForTheArts.org/Questions 

Questions to Ask Your School 
Leaders about Arts Education

1000 Vermont Ave NW, 6th Floor  •  Washington, DC 20005  •  202.371.2830
One East 53rd, 2nd Floor  •  New York City, NY 10022  •  212.223.2787
artseducation@artsusa.org  •  www.AmericansForTheArts.org/ArtsEducation
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Arts Advocacy for Parents and Citizens 

Why teach the Arts? 

 The arts transform the environment for learning    

 The arts reach students in ways that they are not otherwise being reached 

 The arts connect students to themselves and to one another 

 The arts provide learning experiences for the adults in the lives of young people 

 The arts provide new challenges for those students already considered successful 

 The arts connect learning experiences to the world of work 

Champions of Change: The Impact of the Arts on Learning 
 

Recommendations for Citizens… 

 Speak to policy makers and school leaders 

using personal stories to help them understand 

the value of the arts in education 

 Communicate with policy makers and leaders 

to articulate the links between study of the arts and academic achievement, and 

how students gain job-related skills 

 Articulate ways the arts can be used to teach a variety of academic skills and 

concepts, and to keep at-risk students engaged in schools 

 Become actively involved with schools and school districts to support and expand 

student access to arts education 

 Join and become a volunteer with a local museum or cultural organization to 

provide arts enrichment in schools within the community 

 Learn to write grants and submit proposals to local, regional, state or national 

funding sites 

 Propose conducting A Community Audit for Arts Education in your area to assess 

local needs and available resources to strengthen arts education 

 Attend school board meetings and town meetings to become informed or to 

communicate the need for increased access to arts education 

 Invite businesses to “adopt” a school’s arts program 

 Volunteer to work with a parent support group or fund-raising effort for school arts 

programs  

 Form a citizen’s “arts advisory committee” to coordinate and publicize community 

and school arts events 

 Include students and youth as advisors on the boards of local arts organizations 

 Emphasize the relationship of strong arts in a community and its schools, 

economic development, and quality of life 

Mapping the Future of Arts Education 

  Mississippi Alliance for Arts Education, 2007  



COMMENTARY 

Football or Music? What's the Best K-12 Investment? 

By John R. Gerdy                Education Week, Published Online: June 23, 2015 
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In a perfect world, all high school activities would be fully funded. But to educators struggling 

to find the financial means to establish and pay for educational priorities, it is clear that we do 

not live in a perfect world. 

 

Today’s schools are subjected to growing pressures from increased 

academic standards and the expectation that they will provide all of 

their students with an education worthy of the 21st century. These 

demands must be met, moreover, in a climate of sharply declining 

resources. The world is changing at breathtaking speed, and the 

challenges inherent in responding to that change are daunting. So, 

too, are the economic stresses on schools. 

 

All that being the case, communities and school boards have to be 

more open, honest, thoughtful, and strategic in considering how to 

allocate scarce educational resources. When program cuts are necessary, priorities must be set 

and difficult choices made. Traditionally, one choice has been between fielding elite athletics 

programs and maintaining enriching programs in the arts—with the arts usually being the first to 

suffer. Because the challenges and funding gaps for schools will only increase, such decision-

making will become more and more difficult. 

 

In such an environment, the fundamental question we should ask about program funding is this: 

Which activities produce the best educational return on investment? And the first principle in 

making such decisions should be clear: We can no longer afford to sponsor activities based only 

on anecdotal evidence of benefit, or simply because we have always done so, or because a 

particular activity’s “lobby” screams the loudest. 

 

The decisions also must be made with the recognition that the American economy has changed 

from one based on industrial might to one driven by technology, creativity, collaboration, and 

innovation. Simply put, every issue the nation faces, whether relating to health care, the 

environment, or geopolitics, bears the stamp—and holds the complexity—of an increasingly 

fast-paced and interconnected world.  

 

There is no way to effectively meet the challenges wrought by change and complexity without 

developing in our people greater creativity, social adaptability, and the ability to think more 

broadly and with greater depth. What does this mean for decision-making on priorities and 
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funding? First, we must rethink the criteria we use. For too long, educators have relied primarily 

on personal experiences and anecdotal evidence in making decisions about extracurricular 

programs. That is no longer enough. Decisions must also be driven by fact, data, and research. 

Fortunately, there is a growing research base on the impact of both football and music on 

student learning and engagement, brain function, academic environment, and health (both 

individual and public) to draw on. 

 

Because a more thorough understanding of the wide range of issues surrounding these activities 

is imperative, I recently conducted a return-on-investment analysis of the effectiveness as 

educational tools of football (because it consumes by far the most resources of school athletic 

departments) and music (because it is the arts-program component with which I am most 

familiar). 

 

The purpose was clear and simple: to present a thoughtful, thorough, and clear-eyed assessment 

of the relative value of football versus music programs in providing students with learning 

experiences most suited to the 21st century. 

 

As a life-long athlete and musician who believes in the power of both sports and music to 

change people’s lives, this investigation has been a long and, at 

times, disconcerting journey. But here’s where my experience and 

the data have led. 

 

There are several areas—student engagement; development of 

positive character traits such as self-discipline, teamwork, and 

personal responsibility; and capacity to bring people together to 

build community—in which both football and music have similar 

positive impacts. There is little, if any, difference, for example, 

between the sacrifices made, lessons learned, and effort required as a 

sports-team member whose goal is winning games and a band 

member who is working to achieve a particular “sound.” 

 

But from there, the similarities mostly end. When considering the broadest impact on education 

over the longest period of time, music programs are far superior to football programs in return 

on dollars invested. Consider music’s pluses: the capacity to be a lifelong participatory-learning 

activity (football, for all but a select few, ends after high school); the fact that music is a 

universal language (football is uniquely American); its gender inclusiveness; a far lower cost-

per-student ratio; the potential it offers as an essential platform for international and 
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interdisciplinary studies; and its effectiveness in strengthening the brain’s neural activity and 

development (versus the possibility, if not the likelihood, of sustaining brain trauma). Finally, 

the effectiveness of sports as an educational tool has been steadily diminishing as athletic 

programs have become more about the end result—winning—and less about the process 

(learning). 

 

Given contemporary social and economic realities, many have questioned the wisdom of 

continuing to teach with curricular offerings and methods more suited to the industrial needs of 

the 20th century. Would it not also be wise to question the activities we sponsor at schools in 

light of current needs? I believe we are. Music produces results much more in sync with a 

creative, information-based global economy and world community. 

 

This is not to say that football does not have a place in our society. 

It does. Rather, the question is whether that place should continue 

to be within our education system. 

 

In the end, the dialogue about these funding decisions must be 

more thorough, reasoned, honest, and data-driven. With increased 

expectations and decreased resources comes a smaller margin for 

error. We have to make every dollar count. 

 

When dealing with the programs and activities that add so much  

to the human dimension of learning, we need the courage and 

commitment to go where logic, truth, and data take us. Despite the fact that some of the answers 

to our sports-versus-arts conundrum may be uncomfortable or inconvenient, educators should 

welcome the discussion. If we approach it honestly, the end result will be better schools, serving 

our children and communities more effectively. Isn’t that what we all want and what our nation 

needs? 

 

John R. Gerdy is the founder of the nonprofit educational organization Music For Everyone, in 

Lancaster, Pa., and the author of Ball or Bands: Football vs. Music as an Educational and Community 

Investment. He can be reached at JohnGerdy.com. 
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